Gout as a disease has been known to physicians from time immemorial, yet its most graphic description is of no earlier date than Sydenham, who, in memorable words, has depicted it with all the skill of a physician and all the accuracy of a sufferer.
Succeeding writers have but copied Sydenham's delineation of the disease, and have modified his theory of its rationale. This, as we know, was a reversion from the doctrine prevalent in his day, of tartar accumulated in the blood and deposited as chalk stones in the joints, to the still older theory of an effort of the system to expel a peccant humour, the result of imperfect coction. To Cullen's logical mind we owe the differentiation of gout into its several varieties of regular, atonic, and aberrant.
And 
